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SUMMARY: In this study, a bird louse Dennyus hirundinis was recorded for the first time from the swift, Apus apus living in Turkey. Since so little
information is available on this rare species, the new record is briefly presented here.
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Tiirkiye Bit Faunasi icin Yeni bir Kayit: Dennyus hirundinis (Linnaeus, 1761) Mallophaga: Menoponidae)
OZET: Bu galismada Dennyus hirundinis kus biti, Tiirkiye’deki Karasagan (Ebabil) Apus apus’tan ilk kez kaydedilmistir. Bu nadir tiir hakkinda

fazla bilgi olmadig1 i¢in, yeni kayit burada kisaca sunulmustur.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Kus biti, ilk kayit, Menoponidae, Dennyus hirundinis, Tiirkiye

INTRODUCTION

Menoponidae is the largest amblyceran family with more than
600 species described worldwide, from many orders and
families of birds, the name "bird lice" (1-3, 8). They exhibit a
varied existence, with different species feeding on feathers and
skin, or in some cases even blood. So far, seven species of
genera Menopon Nitzsch, 1818 (5 spp.), Colpocephalum
Nitzsch, 1818 (1 sp.), Trinoton Nitzsch, 1818 (1 sp.) of this
family have been known in Turkey. Almost all of them were
recorded from the poultries (6). Dennyus hirundinis (Linnaeus,
1761), new to Turkish fauna, is an ectoparasite of the swift,
Apus apus (Apodiformes) (4, 5, 7). This paper deals with the
characteristic features of D. hirundinis and adds a species to
the lice fauna of Turkey.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

On 17" April 2002, a total of 17 individuals were collected on
a common swift, Apus apus (Apodiformes), in the centre of
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Nigde Province and Sazlica Village. All samples were placed
in small vials and preserved in 70% ethanol. In laboratory,
they were slide-mounted and labelled. All the louse samples
have been deposited in the collection of Nigde University. The
identification was carried out by means of Olympus stereo-
microscope with a camera lucida. The present literature was
used for identification and comparison.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In D. hirundinis, head is broad and somewhat triangular (Fig.
1). Labial palpi are present and maxillary palpi are four
segmented. Antennae very short and four segmented. Eyes
reduced. The dorsal parts of the thoracic integuments are
separated. The first coxa is elongated antero-posteriorly. Each
leg has two small claws.

The total length and width measured are 1.91 (1.17-1.73) mm
and 0.57 (0.50-0.67) mm in seven samples, respectively. The
samples agree in all characteristics with the descriptions given
at the literature cited in here (4, 5, 7). D. hirundinis was found
inside the quills of the primary feathers of 4. apus.

In a result of this investigation, the louse has been reported for the
first time for Turkish fauna. So, the number of species of the
family Menoponidae in the country was increase to eight species.
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Figure 1. D. hirundinis in view of ventral (x 68) (original).
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